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LLEGE
PROUD PAST AND

BRIGHTER FUTURE

THE PAST

In January 1963, the late Rev. Dr. Peter
Wong, then General Secretary of the Hong Kong
Council of The Church of Christ in China, appro-
ached the Education Department to negotiate for
a site on Hong Kong Island to build a private
secondary school, The idea was part of the scheme
of the Council “To Preach the Good News and
To Serve the Community Through Education™,
which was meant to spread the Gospel on the
one hand and to help ease the pressing demend
for secondary school places on the other hand. It
also meant to provide opportunity for education
for the school-bound children of the Council
members. The name of the proposed school
was to be Kei Lee School.

Initially, the government was to grant a
lot of land near the junction of Tai Hand Road
and Fuk Kwan Avenue, Later this site was
reserved by PWD and the Council was granted
the present site which cover some 47 000 sq. ft.,
big enough for building a 30-classroom school.
As for covering the building cost, the government
promised to subsidize $1.22 million and fo
further grant an interest-free loan of §2 million.
The rtest of the share, which amount to some
$800 000 was to be born by the Council.

Meanwhile, the Hong Kong Congregat-
ional (Kung Lee) Church had decided to give
up its plan to build a secondary school on Hong
Kong Island and to donate to the Council the
money it collected for the project. Having
accepted the offer, the Council named the school
Kung Lee College, to commemorate the
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generosity of the congreagation of the church.
Donation from local and overseas organizations
also poured in. Special mention went to Mr,
E.Y. Wu, the designate dschool architect who
contributed half of the architect’s fee for
purchasing teaching aids for the students.

Rev. Dr. Peter Wong was proud of this
colossal and well equipped building and had
decided to turn it into an experimental com-
munity college, offering courses at both second-
ary and post secondary levels. He proposed that:
(1) The school should operate a pre-secondary
class for primary students who would like to
continue their education afterward but lacked
the English language skill to render admission to
a secondary shool. (2) The college would link up
with colleges and universities, 63 in all, in the
United States, with the purpose of recommending
its graduates to further their study there, (3)

The college should offer courses compatible to
the contents and standard of those offered by
a Junior College in the States, whereby a student,
having met all the necessary requirements,
could continue his study in a senior college
or university there. This would ease the financial
burden of the family who wished to send its
children to study overseas. (4) The curriculum of
the College should be broad and practical. It
shouldinclude courses such as secretarial training,
socail work, accountancy, music education,
business study, etc. One cannot help but admire
the vision of Rev. Dr. Wong and how much he
had expected from the College.

The college faced many difficulties in the
process of construction, such as changing of site,
coping with the then new caission method of
foundation formation, inflation, bank crisis,
social unrest, etc. Despite all that, and with hard
work put in by all parties concerned, the
foundation stone of the school was laid by the
late Dr. S.C. Leung, the then Chairman of the
Council, in March 1967. In September the school
took in its first group of students and in
November the school was officially delared open
by Bishop J Gordon Howard, bishop of the
Evangelical United Brethren Church, Canada.
The school, as expected, is larger than a standard
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subsidized school. It has 29 classrooms, 11
special rooms, a teachers’ room the size of three
classrooms, a school hall which seats over 1 000
students, a student canteen, a covered play-
ground, and several recreational areas for
activities. The school is situated in a serene
and scenic area, in the mid-level, and is an ideal
place for learning.

The first principal was Rev. A.E. Barton
(B.Sc., B.D.), an Englishman. He was assisted by
Rev. Gordon de Pree (B.A., B.D., M.A., M .Ed.
an American who served as vice-principal.
Student Counsellor was Ms. Alison Bell (B.A.,
Dip.Ed., B.D.), a New Zealander. Members of
the teaching staff comprised of local experts
and teachers from America, Canada, Australia,
Pakistan, and India. The majority of the students
came from local parentage, with some coming
from the Asian countries. It looked as if it
was an international school. Rev. Barton was
kind and generous., He admitted practically
anyone who applied for a place, He held the
principalship for three years and then returned
to England for his retirement.

Mr. Gordon de Pree took over from
Rev, Barton and became the second principal
in 1970. He was Rind but firm, He was also very
hard working and tried his best to steer the
college towards a new direction. He reinforced
discipline and changed the attitude of the
students towards learning. However, he resigned
the following year to further his study in a
leading university in the States. He left in May
and Mr. Ross Sinclair, a Canadian, became the
acting principal.

In 1971, Mr. P.K. Yeung (B.A. (Hons)..
Dip.Ed., MIL, F.L.LP.8.) was appointed the third
principal of the college. Mr. Yeung was an
experienced and shrewd administrator, He was
a man of principle and great insight. He was
called to manage a private school whose main

concern was to Reep the books balanced. Mean-

while, a new government policy to change the
method of subsidizing certain non-profit making
private schools was in the pipe-line. And in 1972
the school, for all practical reasons, became a
Per Capita Bought Place (Caput) School, on the
condition that all Form One places should be
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handed over to the Education Department for
allocation. This signaled the end of a vision, of
the concept of establishing a community college.

The college remained semi-private and
the money received from the government was
not enough to meet its financial needs. However,
both teaching and administrative staff worked
very hard together, to place special emphasis on
character and academic training, to establish a
positive image for the general public. On the
other hand, the administrative machinery had
to be rebuilt, Three committees were set up,
the Academic Committee, the Discipline
Committee and ‘the Welfare Committee. All
policies reached by these three committees had
to be tabled in the Monthly Staff Meeting for
approval. At the same time the KLC Staff Club
was established with the aim of improving
communication and cooperation among staff
members.

Mr. Yeung was transferred to a subsidized
school in Kowloon in 1977. In September of
the same year, Mr. Y.Y. Soo (B.A., M.R.E., M.A,,
Dip.Ed.) was given the task of continuing to
build up the school to meet the objectives as set
by the Council. 1979 was a memorable year
when the government launched a new educat-
ional policy which began a new era of nine years
of free and compulsory education for every child
in Hong Kong. It was the same year when the
college was asked by the Education Department
to apply to become a fully subsidized school.
The college gladly complied and in 1982 it
achieved the fully subsidized status.

PRESENT

During the past 10 years, the college
has been trying very hard to consolidate and
to improve itself. The school has to be efficient,
proficient, and sufficient, in order to meet the
demands of society. The school has placed strong
emphasis on moral education, intellectual
pursue, physical education, social skills,
aesthetics, and spiritual quest. It has taken every
positive step to raise the academic and moral
standard of the students.

S



g A H AL M E RS
BRI - AT A G0
A TR BHAT o KRB - B
FAPAT ©
Sk 5 o e AN B FRGN Z  RE
S AR RIS A E o R
TARERG - HFTATHGLEF AR
T REAGTHTRETERA
BFEEIA o P2 GTRAE BB IE
] CFHHEFTERG - RINEBREAGAR
FAR BT R E AR
Al ERAEAHE RIS SRS AR
AAEAE - AEH % AT AALGRAE o

H7 R A SLFEAS 2R

AR BT AN K RE T I
54 YE&IRIREE Gt -

(—) RIEE A RFHER - — M
S E] AR kR A A S o JRER AR A
iy iR B AR Ay T AREVAIRA TS
Ea, AT BT A A AR A R A
A o T A8 AR ARE ) SEEL AN
i "'1'}’-'%-1% o

(=) B4k A 3 H T — KA AP & sy o KA
— @8R A A — b R AR - B
S HSEE M LEEG BT REARTE
T AT B N R A AL R ARAF o B3k 0 3K
7B e A S A F I BT R R

(Z )iy a  ARUBEHFTESAL
it s —F LM A-Ed PR BRED - 5 —F
AN AEBEGHER c FREMEEKAT
% B S R R AN B E AN o B
LA g I B R A
b R ATAa S tE o BAFEP] ~ TR o

(v9) # F A8 A BARIEEY TAE o F AHF
TAEHREE G54 AR TR W
AR BFATAT  REFEHAY
H AL LA F AL SR o

() 8 A B AT — A » BUR AT
ShBBMITHRT » ZOHRAAF  2TREE

At present, the school comprises seven
classes each for forms one to three, four classes
each for forms four and five, and 2 classes each
for forms six and seven, making a total of 33
classes. It has about 1150 students, 53 teacher,
3 laboratory technicians, 7 clerical staff, and 10
minor staff,

The principal and his deputy are respon-
sibile for the daily running of the school. They
consult regularly with the committees which
number by now has increased to six, with the
new addition of the Counselling Committee, the
Religious Education Committee, and the Extra-
curricular Activities Committee.

In order to cope with nine years free
and compulsory education, the school provides
the lower form (forms one and two) students
with a strong general education. They will take
Social Studies and Integrated Science instead
of the more traditional arts and science subjects,
such as History, Geography, E.P.A., Chemistry,
Physics, and Biology, which they will eventually
have to study in their Form Three year. Forms
Four and Five are divided into two streams, the
arts stream and science stream. However, starting
from this September, there will be four streams
in Form Four: the arts, the science, the
commerce, and the practical subjects stream.
Students in Form Six and Seven only need to
choose from the arts or science stream, and to
prepare themselves for the Hong Kong Advanced
Level Examination.

Strong emphasis has been placed on
guidance and counselling in the past years. The
Counselling Committee is responsible for
organizing the Form One Student Orientation
Day, a three half-day school-wide orientation
programme, the Big Brother and Big Sister
Programme for lower form students, the School
Life Enhancement Programme, etc, The Career
Mistress also provides information for those
students who wish to either continue their study
overseas or to seek employment. In addition,
individual and group counselling sessions are
held throughout the school year. The committee
members, together with the Form Teachers, play
a very important role in educating the parents
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how to educate their children.

The role of the Discipline Committee is
to teach and to encourage the students to
comply with the school rules. It has the respon-
sibility to educate the students the principle
behind the rationale of the rules and the spirit
of obeying certain sets of rules at certain time,
[n order to strike a balance between carrot and
stick, and stick and carrot, the Discipline and the
Counselling Committee work closely together
to ensure that the students have the right
attitude towards learning and good citizenship.

The Extra-curricular Activities Committee
is responsible for planning the overall after class
activities of the school. It is also responsible for
supervising and recording the activities that are
held throughout the school year. In order to
make sure that the students do not spend too
much of their time in the activities rather than
studying, the school only allows each student to
register for two activities. As a token of
encouragement, each student who has participated
in 80% or more of the groups’s activities in a year
will have his name recorded in the testimonial.

As a Christian school, Religious Education
takes up two periods per cycle and is a com-
pulsory subject, Text books are used in forms
one to five. Whereas in Form Six, emphasis is on
studying various social and ethical issues, from
the Christian prespectives, and the arguement
they learn will probably have some bearing on
them after they have left school. The Student
Fellowship is reponsible for evengelical work,
but it is never the intention of the school to
force Christianity on any student. The school
tries to show love and care, to spread the good
news that Christ died for all mankind, and to
help the students to establish a right relation-
ship with his creator. Every now and then the
advisors will take the students to the local
churches at their request.

The Welfare Committee is a rather
independent organization, The chairman is not
appointed by the principal, but by general
election of the staff members. The Committee
deals with all problems pertaining to the welfare
of both the staff and the students. They may
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even bring their concern to the Management
cammittee of the school via the principal.

[he Monthly Staff Meeting, which is
eld at least seven times a year, need special
ion. It is the highest decision making boby,
the veto power of the principal, of the

[t is responsible for scrutinizing all
|ecisions made by the various committees in

their previous meetings, and to vote on them
whenever it is necessary and appropriate.

Ihe Student Association was registered
with the Education Department and established

the fall of 1985, It consists of the Executive
yranch and the Representative Branch, whereas
ihe executive committee is voted into office by
sneral election, and is responsible to the
‘esentative branch whose duty is to supervise
standard of performacne of the executive
imittee members. The Association sends
sentatives to the Discipline Committee, the
ious Education Committee, the Extra-
curricular Activities Committee, ancl the Welfare
Committee. It sets a good example, to a large
ctend, of demoncracy in the school.

More than half of the staff have served
{112 school for over 10 years. Their sweats, and
sometimes tears, have put the school in the
right track to success and are greatly appreciated
ey have educated numerous young people and
have influenced them to becoming good and
1seful citizens.

THE FUTURE

In the years to come, the college will

continue to hold on to the following beliefs:

(1) Kung Lee College is, and will always
in, a Christian school. Everything it tries to
should be done in accordance with the

ching of Jesus Christ. His love for others is
root of all law and moral teaching. His call
serve and not to be served is the core of civic
ucation. The college will always observe the
iucational objective of the Council: “To Preach
Good News and to Serve the Community
hrough Education.”
(2) The school is a place for the mission
[ educating the youth and is thus sacred. We
) have a set of values which we firmly
licve in, so that we can teach the students what

risht and what is wrong. We should for ever

continue to equip ourselves so that we can
perpare our students to go into the world and to
serve. We will continue to teach our students to
search for truth and to do what is just. Our
School Song best describes it: “Dare to Know,

Let our Colour Show.”
(3) As for teaching and learning, we.will

try to broaden our currculum to include subjects
which will meet the interests and abilities of our
students on the one hand, and the needs of
society on the other. We are fully aware that all
parents want a good education for their children.
And we will continue to take strong measures
to ensure that all students know their places in
school, that they have indeed learnt from their
teachers, and have achieved good grades.

(4) Education is a continuous process. As
educators we should always be sensitive to
changes in curriculum, teaching methods, class-
room management, etc. We should always
maintain our professional standard, always
remind ourselves that we have willingly dedicated
ourselves to education.

(5) We believe that the school does not
belong to any particular group of people. The
government, though uses taxpayers’ money to
subsidize education and is therefore accountable
to the public, should not interfere excessively
with the management of the school. The School
Management Committee should view itself as
representing the interest of the public and thus
has the responsibility of setting up clear and
healthy goals and objectives for the school. The
principal and his staff are employees of the
Committee and thus have the obligation to try
their best to implement what they are entrusted
to do, while at the same time try to actualize
their own ideals. The parents send their children
to school to receive a good education. But good
education starts at home. This makes them
partners of the school, The students come to
school to learn and they should do so with all
their heart and mind. They should respect their
teachers and the school authority. All these
people are part of the school system; they are
partners of the education enterprise and are
responsible and accountable to each other.

We believe that under the divine guidance
of God, the advice of our friends, the dedication
of the staff, the cooperation of the parents and
students, the college will continue to improve
and grow.

30



