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LETTERS AND GREETINGS FROM FORMER STAFF

GHOOOGYIH GOV EOOGGEOOY

C/O Aramco
Box 9877
Dhahran, 31311
SAUDI ARABIA

Dear Kung Lee College Students, Staff, and Friends:

As I sit at my desk today looking again at the lovely new Kung Lee College
Prospectus kindly sent to me by your present pricipal, Hudson Soo, I find myself
reliving those early years of the school’s existence. In fact, I was assigned to work
as the ““fu hau jung” of Kung Lee before the school was even completed; that was
way back in 1966. A couple of years later, 1 went on to become the school’s
principal.

My earliest recollection of Kung Lee College was a secondary school hiding
behind its bamboo scafolding — not yet ready to be born and take its place among
the fast-growing number of Anglo-Chinese secondary schools. I was excited about
being assigned to work in a school that as yet had no history, no traditions, no
prescribed way of doing things. There were uniforms to design, fabric colors to pick
out, classrooms to set up, furnishings to buy, a school song to write, and (most
important) there was an opportunity to help Kung Lee grow as a school that would
care about students’ total development — academic, social, and spiritual. But, I
am equally excited twenty years later to read and see that Kung Lee College has not
only strengthened its early goals but has gone on to expand its facilities and programs
in ways that were never dreamed of in 1967 — the exciting world of computer
technology. 1 am also pleased to read that in 1987 Kung Lee College students
will have many additional courses from which to choose. That is certainly fulfilling
the school’s motto of daring to know and letting your colors show.

It seems to me that on the occasion of its Twentieth Anniversary, Kung Lee
College stands taller than ever on its beautiful location overlooking Hong Kong’s

Harbour. I salute you Kung Lee College, staff, students, and friends’.

Sincerely,

Gordon De Pree



»

. As a reminder of the twenty years which have passed, I am enclosing a photo

of me and our Hong Kong born son, Christopher Gordon, who used to be
carried around Kung Lee in 1967 as a 1-year old. He is now a junior at Duke
University in Durham, North Carolina.

At the present time, my wife and I are living and working in Saudi Arabia
where I am involved in an intensive English program for the employees of a
large oil company. We still enjoy using Cantonese and occasionally find Chinse
friends here in ‘‘Sa-Deih-A-Lai-Bak.”
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Magazine article for Kung Lee College’s 20th anniversary

Greetings to all my previous students and colleages. It hardly seems possible that it is 20

years since we were together. By now those whom | taught will be men and women of responsi-
bility and importance, | wish you well in the careers you are following and hope that you find
a fulfilment that goes beyond mere status and salary, useful as they are.
I, too, have had a change of direction. | am now a minister with the Presbyterian Church
of New Zealand, My parish is in the country, about the size of Hong Kong Island. It has more
sheep than people and lots of empty spaces, with plenty of snow and cold weather in the winter,
It has been a big change which has made me ask myself what things are important to me; what
| want of life. As | have been pondering that, | came across this article. Think it over and let it
ask you what the most important things are in your lives.

“He was born in an obscure village. He worked in a carpenter’s shop until he was thirty.
He then became an itinerant preacher. He never held an office. He never had a family or owned
a house. He didn’t go to college. He had no credentials but himself. He was only thirty-three
when the public turned against him, His friends ran away. He was turned over to his enemies
and went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. While
he was dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on earth. He
was laid in a borrowed grave, Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central
figure of the human race. All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the
parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned have not affected the life of man on this
earth as much as that ONE SOLITARY LIFE.”

May your lives make their mark for good on the lives of those you meet, work and live with.

Best wishes to you all,

Rev. Alison Bell

Miss Bell was a teacher and counscllor at Kung Lee College. She now lives in New Zealand.



Dear Mr. Soo,

Please send my best regards to my former colleagues and students at Kung Lee College.

| have many fond memories of my years there as an English teacher in Forms 3 & 4. My
colleagues were very kind and helpful when | first arrived, teaching me many of things | should
know about life in Hong Kong. The students were usually serious and studious, a fact which made
a teacher’'s job as pleasurable. Canadian students are amazed at how hard working a Chinese
student must be in order to compete for school places and then jobs, not to mention sitting for
examinations in a foreign language.

Kung Lee College has progressed tremendously in the 10 years since |'ve left. | am delighted
to see the so many new programs and facilities designed to better serve the students. Students
must have difficulty in picking and choosing among all the courses and extra-curricular activities
offered.

Since my return to Canada,| have married and we have a little daughter.| am teaching little
children who are mentally and physically handicapped. Many of them have cerebral palsy which
is a birth defect causing brain damage, leaving the children with some intellectual impairment
as well as affecting one or more limbs. | work closely with physiotherapists, occupational thera-
pists, speech therapists, various specialists and parents to design programs suited to the special
needs of each child. It is a fascinating work which offers many rewards,

| do miss my friends and life in Hong Kong. | keep in touch with many people and have
followed the lives of many of my former students. They are a credit to themselves and to their

school. | feel confident that under the guidance of your good self and the teachers of Kung Lee
College, the present and future students will also become good citizens — a credit to their school.

Yours sincerely,
Pat Mercer

Miss Mercer was a teacher of Kung Lee College. She lives with her family in New Foundland, Canada.
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Dear Mr. Soo,

I was very happy to get your letter and news about Kung Lee. I was particularly
touched that some of my colleagues from the ‘‘old days’’ are still teaching there
and sent their regards. Please give my best thoughts to them, too!

Please add my congratulations to the 20th Anniversary of the school. I would
just like to say to your present students that they are very fortunate to be attending
an excellent Christian school and to take every advantage of the education they
will receive there.

Sincerely yours,
Dirck de Velder

Mr. de Velder was a teacher of Kung Lee College. He now resides with his family
in a suburb near Paris, France.
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| learn with great interest that my Alma Mater is celebrating its
20th Anniversary. Keep up with your good work!

& I EEmA MR 1979) c EEZEMEEMEBELE - BE AT & T Bell Laboratories T{E °

| entered Kung Lee College in September 1968 as a Form 3C student
when Mr. Barton was the school principal. I was particularly grateful to
Mr. Barton, Mr. Ma Hing-wah, Mr. Lam Wah-tong and other teachers who
provided a liberal and stimulating academic environment for me to learn. |
was determined to study hard when | was in Form 4 Science East stream
in 1969 when Mr. Ma was the Form Master. Overall, | felt that the study
environment at Kung Lee was very good at the time in the sense that the
teachers were very attentive to student’s needs, and the atmosphere was
not so competitive. | was very pleased that I had my secondary.school
education at Kung Lee College.
My whole-hearted congratulations on the 20th Anniversary of Kung Lee
College!
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Kung Lee College, my alma mater, is located at just a place
appropriate for its purpose. How can | forget the refreshing air | used to
breathe when | arrived at the school every morning, or to see the
tranguil ambience which got me to a good start for a hectic day to
come.

In retrospect, my school life was generally delightful, except of
course during those examination periods. | had participated in many
extra-curricular activities, which | must say, were indispensable to my
growth.

It is a peculiar style, feeling, or feature that rife in a particular
place. It is somewhat like custom. Well, Kung Lee College relaly gives
me an impression of austerity and | adore it very much. My appreciatign
and respect also goes to some teachers for their arduous effort.

Allow me to be a little bit more avid. | would like to see my alma
mater continue to improve and to grow. On the other hand, | promise |
will not faill what was expected of me.

My heartfelt congratulations. Keep up the good work.
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